Accompanying Program of the Exhibitions:
Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art and
Body-Me: The Body in the Age of Digital Technology
An extensive program of events, including panel discussions, lectures and guided tours, will
accompany the exhibitions.
Friday, September 25, 7 pm
Opening Reception: “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art” and “Body-Me: The Body in the Age
of Digital Technology”
The Frankfurter Kunstverein will open its fall program with two thematic exhibitions: “Roots.
Indonesian Contemporary Art” and “Body-Me: The Body in the Age of Digital Technology.”
In the exhibition “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art”, solo presentations of new work by the
artists Jompet Kuswidananto, Eko Nugroho and the artist collective Tromarama is given room in
the Frankfurter Kunstverein’s interior space. Joko Avianto’s stunning bamboo installation covers
the Kunstverein’s façade. The exhibition takes place on the occasion of Indonesia’s appearance
as Guest of Honour at the 2015 Frankfurt Book Fair and is being presented in partnership with
the National Gallery of Indonesia in Jakarta under the auspices of the Republic of Indonesia’s
Ministry of Education and Culture.
The works by artists Yuri Ancarani, Kate Cooper, Melanie Gilligan and Thomas Thwaites on view
in the exhibition “Body-Me: The Body in the Age of Digital Technology” consider the human
body, its mutability, its fragility and its ephemerality within the context of a digital and hyper
technological society. The exhibition is a contribution to the 2015 B3 Biennial of the Moving
Image.
The opening’s guest speakers are: Prof. Dr. Felix Semmelroth (Deputy Mayor in Charge of
Culture of the City of Frankfurt/Main), Goenawan Mohamad (Chairman, National Committee
Indonesia Guest of Honor Frankfurt Book Fair 2015), Franziska Nori (Director, Frankfurter
Kunstverein) und Asikin Hasan (Co-curator, “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art”).

Panel Discussion
Thursday, October 15, 7 pm
Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art
Panel discussion with Joko Avianto, Jompet Kuswidananto, Eko Nugroho and Tromarama (Febie
Babyrose, Herbert Hans, Ruddy Hatumena), Asikin Hasan, Dr. Amanda Rath, Nirwan Dewanto,
Franziska Nori
In conjunction with the week-long festivities of the Frankfurt Book Fair during which the literary
and cultural diversity of this year’s Guest of Honour Indonesia will be presented, the Frankfurter
Kunstverein will hold a panel discussion with the artists and curators involved in the exhibition
“Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art”. The panelists will provide insight into Indonesia’s
contemporary art scene and the challenges it faces in contemporary Indonesian society. The
panel will include Jompet Kuswidananto, Eko Nugroho and Joko Avianto, three of the most wellknown artists of the younger generation, and Tromarama, one of the best known artist
collectives. Each artist will be presenting new work in a solo presentation. New work from
Jompet Kuswidananto, Eko Nugroho and Tromarama’s is given room in the Frankfurter
Kunstverein’s interior space, while Joko Aviantio’s stunning bamboo installation covers the
Kunstverein’s façade. The artists belong to a generation that experienced a period of
momentous political reforms and fundamental social change in contemporary Indonesia. Heavily
influenced by the profound process of change that has shaped Indonesia over the past two
decades, their works reflect both a deep connection to their cultural roots and the tensions
between traditionalism and modern identity, local ties and globalism, as well as universality and
plurality.
Asikin Hasan, curator at the National Gallery of Indonesia and the exhibition‘s co-curator;
Amanda Rath, lecturer in the modern and contemporary art of South-East Asia in the
Department of South-East Asian Studies and the Institute of Art History at Goethe University
Frankfurt/Main; Nirwan Dewanto, poet and cultural critic and Franziska Nori, curator and
director, Frankfurter Kunstverein will also be participating in the discussion.
The panel discussion will take place in English.

Lectures and Talks
Thursday, October 22, 7 pm
Diversity and Cultural Identity after the Autocracy of Suharto in Indonesia
Public talk with Prof. Dr. Susanne Schröter and Hendra Pasuhuk
The artists’ works presented in the exhibition “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art” have been
shaped by the specific cultural and social conditions in contemporary Indonesia. The islandstate unites a variety of diverse ethnicities, languages and religions. After the fall of Haji
Mohamed Suharto’s authoritarian regime in 1998, which had lasted for 30 years, the country
experienced a period of swift and profound change that still affect life in Indonesia today.
Viewed with particular apprehension is the growth in Islamic fundamentalism, which is posing
new challenges to the young democracy. The speakers Susanne Schröter and Hendra Pasuhuk
are both experts on modern Indonesian history and contemporary Indonesian society.
Susanne Schröter is an ethnologist and professor at the Cluster of Excellence “The Formation of
Normative Orders” at Goethe University Frankfurt/Main. Hendra Pasuhuk is the author of the
book “Traum der Freiheit – Indonesien 50 Jahre nach der Unabhängigkeit” (A Dream of
Freedom: Indonesia 50 Years After Independence and the South-East Asia) editor at Deutsche
Welle for the South-East Asian area.

Wednesday, October 28, 7 pm
Indonesian Contemporary Art in the Focus of the Global Art Market
Talk by Matthias Arndt
2007 and 2008 were boom years for Indonesian Art in the global market. This resulted in
structural changes to the art industry whose effects still reverberate today. Indonesian
contemporary art, as well as South-East Asian art in general, continues to receive tremendous
amounts of attention from galleries and auction houses. Retracing these developments from his
own perspective and experience, gallery owner and director Matthias Arndt (ARNDT Gallery) will
speak on this important period in Indonesia’s contemporary art world.
Matthias Arndt owns a gallery in Berlin and Singapore (ARNDT) and is the editor of the book “Sip!
Indonesian Art Today” (2013).

Thursday, November 12, 7 pm
Working in Common. Collective Art Practice and Art Collectives as a Phenomenon of Today's
Indonesian Society
Talk by Dr. Amanda Rath
Since the fall of Suharto’s authoritarian regime in 1998 and the resulting period of profound
social change, a number of artist groups or creatives working partially in collectives have been
founded in Indonesia. These groups constitute a key component of Indonesia’s cultural
landscape. With their projects, they engage in a form of activism that continues to react to
current social issues. The groups’ open and interdisciplinary structures allow them to operate
on local and global scales.
Amanda Rath is a lecturer of Modern and Contemporary Art of South-East Asia in the
Department of South-East Asian Studies and the Institute of Art History at Goethe University
Frankfurt/Main. An expert on South-East Asian art, her lecture will elaborate on these
developments in Indonesia’s artistic landscape, which are also gaining relevance in a global
context.
The lecture will take place in English.

Thursday, November 26, 7 pm
,cartes blanches‘. About the Vagueness of the Body in the Present
Talk by Prof. Dr. Marc Ries
In a world whose furthest corner we think we have surveyed and can access, we are gradually
becoming aware of objects for which only “blank spaces” are at our disposal, spaces as such
that do not allow for orientation or dominance, but confront us with uncertainty and frankness.
These objects are our own bodies, whose manipulation and modification we support through
the structures of technological media, whose plasticity and resistance we can scarcely surmise,
and which, on a daily basis, increasingly present themselves as over-exercised and disciplined,
yet inadaptable and stubborn. At a time when geographical and urban space has been rendered
transparent at the hands of the most diverse inscription techniques, the “blank space of our
bodies” deserves more than a simple post-humanist interpretation, for, “no one yet has been
able to determine all of the body’s abilities” (Spinoza).
Marc Ries is professor for Media Theory and Sociology at the Academy of Art and Design,
Offenbach

Educational Programs
Sunday, October 18, 11 am
Bamboo in Botany and Art
Special guided tour with Dr. Ulrike Brunken and Miriam Bettin
Bamboo’s usefulness is as varied as its forms of appearance: it is a construction material,
edible, a commodity, a raw material and a source of energy, not to mention bamboo’s significant
symbolic meaning in Asian culture and its recurrence as a material and motif in Asian art. In this
two-part special guided tour, Bamboo’s multifarious qualities will be discovered. In the bamboo
grove at Palmengarten, Dr. Ulrike Brunken will take us inside the world of this fascinating plant
family. The ensuing tour under Miriam Bettin’s guidance takes us to the Frankfurter Kunstverein,
where Indonesian artist Joko Avianto has built a stunning bamboo installation for the building’s
façade. His installation is part of the group show “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art.”
The event has been organized in cooperation with the Palmengarten on the occasion of the
2015 Frankfurt Book Fair and Indonesia’s appearance as Guest of Honour.
Meeting point: Entrance Palmengarten, Siesmayerstraße 63
15 € per person, tickets available for advance purchase (limited number of participants).

Schuldmodul FKV
Contemporary art has always been a mirror of society and continues to reveal much both about
the here and now and the history out of which the present has emerged. The Frankfurter
Kunstverein’s mission is to make current and emerging artistic positions available to a broad
public and to encourage active participation by inviting the public to reflect on our present day,
contemplate alternative lifestyles and create public awareness of art.
Art education appropriate for adolescents trains the keen eye and creates contexts of meaning.
With an interdisciplinary approach and an emphasis on fostering dialogue, knowledge from the
fields of natural science and the arts as well as socially relevant topics can be discovered
outside the classroom. The goal: exchanging knowledge and learning from each other instead
of chalk and talk teaching. A sustainable art education program consisting of workshops, private
tours and discussions that foster critical thinking can thus emerge. Supplemented by
experimental aesthetic research, this method of forming opinions and learning to negotiate of
ones own opinion within the group, sustains the pluralistic and multicultural society in which we
live and in which we participate.
As a place of learning outside of the classroom, the Frankfurter Kunstverein offers a broad
spectrum of educational formats for school groups, which elaborate on the respective themes
of the current group and solo exhibitions and offer versatile starting points for lessons.
Recommended for school students of all types of school in 9th grade and above.

(by arrangement)
Instawalk – Explore the Exhibition “Body-Me: The Body in the Age of Digital Technology” with
Your Smartphone
Special guided tour for school classes
The smartphone as a constant companion: always within reach to take the next picture or send
the next text. One could almost think it has become part of our body, a transformation of our
hand. At school, it’s considered more of a disturbance, but here, these mobile multifunctional
image machines are intended to be used deliberately: During a tour of the exhibition “Body-Me:
The Body in the Age of Digital Technology”, pictures can and should be taken and uploaded to
Instagram. The works on view by artists Yuri Ancarani, Kate Cooper, Melanie Gilligan and Thomas
Thwaites shed light on very different aspects of our digital world and its influence on
humankind. How is this new technology changing our bodies and the act of seeing? With which
perspective do students approach the exhibition? Which images will be captured and
distributed/shared/posted? #bringyourphones #fkv #körperich #instawalk #hashtagsundkunst
Please register for this workshop in advance by calling +49 (0)69 219314-77 or emailing
bettin@fkv.de
The workshop fee is 60 € plus regular admission (reduced admission for students)

(by arrangement)
On Ghosts and Spirits – A Workshop on the Supernatural of Past and Present
Workshop for school classes
Ghosts occupy a space in limbo between life and death, past and present, good and evil.
They are at once mediums, illusions, messengers of doom, frightful figures, bringers of fortune,
bearers of hope and apparitions. They appear as figures of our imagination and our primal fears,
but also of our desires; their timelessness and immateriality allow them to move unnoticed from
one place to another. The supernatural is hence always something in-between that represents
the suppressed, the absent, the forgotten and the left behind. Belief in the supernatural is a
unifying factor among people of different cultures and religions and is a motif in metaphysics,
spirituality, anthropology, phenomenology, psychoanalysis, animism, film, literature and art. Often
dismissed as superstition, such beliefs have a centuries-old tradition. Today, in popular culture
one encounters the supernatural first and foremost: ghost stories, horror movies and
supernatural thrillers, Halloween. In what ways are the various stories and myths about ghosts
similar? Where do they originate? How does the supernatural figure in today’s digital and
globalized society?
“On Ghosts and Spirits – A Workshop on the Supernatural of Past and Present” at the
Frankfurter Kunstverein, in cooperation with Katholische Akademie Rabanus Maurus at the Haus
am Dom, provides the framework for exploring these and similar questions. An hour-long tour of
the current group exhibitions “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art” and “Body-Me: The Body in
the Age of Digital Technology” establishes the workshop’s context. The tour will be followed by
a screening of Ascan Breuer’s short film “Riding My Tiger”. The film gives a part
autobiographical, part mystical account of the filmmaker’s search for the spirit of a tiger in
Indonesia, thereby telling the story of the search for Breuer’s own roots. Working in small
groups and with different approaches from art history, film and literature, participants will have
the chance to critically reflect on the workshop’s theme. The results will be presented in a
closing discussion during which the symbolic meaning of the supernatural will be worked out.

The two or three-hour workshop will take place at the Frankfurter Kunstverein and is a
cooperation with Katholische Akademie Rabanus Maurus at the Haus am Dom.
Please register in advance by calling +49 (0)69 219314-77 or emailing bettin@fkv.de
The workshop fee is 60 € plus regular admission (reduced admission for students)

Guided Tours
Thursday, November 5, 6:30 pm
Guided Tour with the Curator
A tour with curator Franziska Nori through the exhibitions “Roots. Indonesian Contemporary Art”
and “Body-Me: The Body in the Age of Digital Technologies”

Guided tours of both exhibitions take place every two weeks on Thursdays at 6:30 pm and on
Sundays at 2 pm
Tours cost 3 € plus regular admission.
Guided Tour Schedule:
Sundays at 2 pm:
October 4, 2015, October 18, 2015, November 1, 2015, November 15, 2015 , November 29, 2015,
December 13, 2015, January 10, 2016
Thursdays at 6:30 pm
October 1, 2015, October 8, 2015, October 29, 2015, November 19, 2015, December 3, 2015,
December 17, 2015, January 1, 2016

Please book group tours and school tours 14 days in advance
Phone: +49 (0)69 219314-77; post@fkv
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