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Opening:  February 18, 2016, 7 pm;  
 8.30 pm: Performance “Secreto de Estado” (State Secret) by Regina José 

Galindo 
 
Under the tit le “Mechanisms of Power”, the Frankfurter Kunstverein  
presents two monographic exhibit ions of Guatemalan performance artist 
Regina José Galindo and Ital ian sculptor Arcangelo Sassolino. Coming 
from different backgrounds with distinct individual approaches, both 
artists explore the l imits of art and question its role in society. They re-
fuse their practices to be confined to a merely symbolic realm and con-
front the subject matter of their works with the social and material  reali-
t ies they are situated in. Galindo’s uncompromising performances centre 
around the effects of physical violence and power relations on the indi-
vidual and the collective body. Sassolino’s sculptures are brought to 
their material  l imits by mechanical,  hydraulic forces, suspending the 
works in a state of potential ity and threatening destruction. “Mecha-
nisms of Power” at the Frankfurter Kunstverein is the f irst comprehen-
sive exhibit ion of both artists in a German institution, for which both 
have especial ly conceived a new work: the performance “Secreto de Es-
tado” (State Secret) by Regina José Galindo as part of the opening and 
the sculpture “Purgatory” of Arcangelo Sassolino.  
 
Starting point for the work of Regina José Galindo is her own body, which she us-
es in a critical and political way. In her performances, documented on photographs 
and video, she exposes herself to situations of extreme physical and mental strains 
and pressures. Especially in her early years of artistic production, Regina José Galindo 
dealt with the socio-political context of her home country Guatemala, which is deter-
mined by a long-lasting civil war and enduring political and social instabilities. Subse-
quently, Galindo’s later works investigate more universal ethical questions raised by 
social injustices, discriminations and repercussions fuelled by unbalanced power rela-
tions. Employing explicit imagery, she addresses existential experiences of liminality 
like violence and power, life and death as well as loss and grief. Galindo’s politically 
motivated art focuses particularly on the fight for the rights of women who fell victim 
to ferocious crimes during the most violent phase of the civil war in Guatemala. Using 
her own body as a kind of representative for the bodies of these women, Galindo 
makes tangible the effects of political violence and discriminating power structures. 
 
The exhibition features both current artworks of Regina José Galindo and a selection 
of significant older works realized over the last fifteen years. During the opening on 
February 18, Regina José Galindo will perform “Secreto de Estado” (State Secret), a 
piece specifically conceived for Frankfurter Kunstverein. The exhibition is co-curated 



	
  

by Eugenio Viola, Curator at Large at MADRE, Museo d'Arte Contemporanea Donnare-
gina, Napoli. 
 
Regina José Galindo was born in 1974 in Guatemala City where she lives and works. 
The artist has participated in events such as the 49th (2001), the 51st (2005), the 
53rd(2009) and the 54th Venice Biennale, Italy (2011), the 10th Sharjah Biennial, United 
Arab Emirates (2011), the 31st Pontevedra Biennial, Spain (2010), the 17th Sydney Bien-
nial, Australia (2010), the 10th Havana Biennale, Cuba (2009), the 2nd Moscow Biennial, 
Russia (2007), the 3rd Auckland Triennial, New Zealand (2007), the 4th Valencia Bien-
nial, Spain (2007), the 2nd Prague Biennial, Czech Republic (2005), the 3rd Tirana Bi-
ennial, Albania (2005) and the 3rd Lima Biennial, Peru (2002). She received the Golden 
Lion at the 51st Venice Biennale in 2005 in the young artist category. Galindo’s work is 
included in numerous important collections, such as the Centre Georges Pompidou, 
Paris, France, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, USA, Castello di Rivoli 
– Museum of Contemporary Art, Turin, Italy, the Daros Latinamerica Collection, Zurich, 
Switzerland, the Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, USA, the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, San José, Costa Rica, the Pérez Art Museum Miami and the Cisneros Fontanals 
Collection, both in Miami, USA. 
 
Arcangelo Sassolino creates mechanically precise and materially dense sculptures 
and installations. For his large-scale spatial works, he uses industrial materials such as 
steel, glass or concrete and pushes them to their limits. Under the impact of extreme 
pressures and tensions, the materials are tried and tested up to their breaking points. 
In laboratory-like setups, mechanical forces work in different intervals, levels of per-
sistence and intensity and change the sculptures’ forms up to a tipping-point of sud-
den destruction and noise. Giving over parts of the artistic process to chance, Sasso-
lino nevertheless carefully calculates the material properties of his works. His sculp-
tures and installations always exude the possibility of disruption and collapse, should 
the forces contained within the works be suddenly unleashed. This play with risk and 
suspense becomes an elemental part of the artworks, influencing our perception of 
them. 
 
At the Frankfurter Kunstverein, four exemplary works will be presented, providing an 
insight into Arcangelo Sassolino’s oeuvre. The artist will present a new sculpture enti-
tled “Purgatory”, especially conceived for the exhibition.  
 
Arcangelo Sassolino was born in Vicenza, Italy in 1967, where he lives and works. His 
solo exhibitions include Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, USA (2016), MACRO Mu-
seum, Rome, Italy (2011), Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (2008), the environmental pro-
jects presented in Z33 House for Contemporary Art in Hasselt, Belgium (2010) and in 
the context of “Art and The City” in Zurich, Switzerland (2012). Sassolino’s work has 
been featured in a number of group exhibitions, including shows at 104, Paris, France 
(2015), Centro di Cultura Contemporanea Strozzina, Florence, Italy (2012, 2010), Swiss 
Institute, New York, USA (2011), Tinguely Museum, Basel, Switzerland (2010), Autocen-
ter, Berlin, Germany (2009), Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, Italy (2009), Dunk-
ers Kulturhus, Helsingborg, Sweden (2008), FRAC, Rheims, France (2007) and ZKM, 
Karlsruhe, Germany (2004).  
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